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The first full biography of Joy Davidman brings her out from C. S. Lewis' shadow, where she has
long been hidden, to reveal a powerful writer and thinker.Joy Davidman is known, if she is known
at all, as the wife of C. S. Lewis. Their marriage was immortalized in the film Shadowlands and
Lewis' memoir, A Grief Observed. Now, through extraordinary new documents as well as years
of research and interviews, Abigail Santamaria brings Joy Davidman Gresham Lewis to your
ears in the fullness and depth she deserves.A poet and radical, Davidman was a frequent
contributor to the communist vehicle New Masses and an active member of New York literary
circles in the 1930s and '40s. Born Jewish in the Bronx, she was an atheist then a practitioner of
Dianetics; she converted to Christianity after experiencing a moment of transcendent grace. A
mother, a novelist, a vibrant and difficult and intelligent woman, she set off for England in 1952,
determined to captivate the man whose work had changed her life.Davidman became the
intellectual and spiritual partner Lewis never expected but cherished. She helped him refine his
autobiography, Surprised by Joy, and to write his novel Till We Have Faces. Their relationship -
begun when Joy wrote to Lewis as a religious guide - grew from a dialogue about faith, writing,
and poetry into a deep friendship and a timeless love story.

“A solid framework on how business works and how to be part of the game. The authors’ positive
attitudes and enthusiasm to share their expertise dominate the text....A practical and
multilayered guide to running a company effectively and profitably.” — Kirkus ReviewsFrom the
Back Cover#1 Wall Street Journal Bestseller and New York Times BestsellerThe acclaimed
authors of Winning show you how to galvanize performance, unleash growth, build "wow" teams,
and create a fulfilling career—and have fun while you're at it.In an economy that is changing so
rapidly it can feel impossible to keep up, questions abound: Why do some companies grow and
thrive amid the tumult, while others stagnate and stumble? What's the best way to avoid a
competitive whack, or to come back from one if you get hit? How can leaders unlock the passion
and performance of every person on their team, including the tech "geniuses" whose work they
don't fully understand, the "virtual" employees they don't really see or know, and the
entrepreneur wannabes with one foot out the door? And on a personal level, you may be asking
yourself: Will I ever land the dream job that I am destined for? Or will I forever be stuck in career
purgatory? Why is finding the right career suddenly so complicated?Experts espouse theories
and concepts, but when it gets right down to it, winning in business is all about mastering the
gritty, make-or-break real-life dilemmas that define the new economy, the old economy, and
everything in between. In The Real-Life MBA, Jack and Suzy Welch provide that guidance,
drawing on their experiences over the past decade working closely with businesses of every size
and in every industry around the world. The result is a book full of fresh, immediately applicable,



sometimes even counterintuitive lessons about how to create great organizations, build high-
powered teams, and forge fulfilling careers in today's new business environment.About the
AuthorJack Welch (1935–2020) was the Executive Chairman of the Jack Welch Management
Institute, an online MBA school with more than 1,000 students. Prior to this, for 20 years, he was
Chairman and CEO of General Electric Company, which was named the world's most valuable
corporation and was consistently voted the most admired company in the world
by Fortune magazine. Welch was active in private equity and consulting, working with dozens of
businesses in a wide variety of industries. Along with speaking to upwards of a million people
around the world, CNBC named Jack Welch one of the Top 10 "Rebels, Icons and Leaders" of
the past 25 years.Read more
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Sojourner Truth, “I love history, biography. I am a long-time fan of C.S. Lewis and his writings;
ever since I read the Chronicles of Narnia as a child. I have read many, if not most, of his books
(excluding his academic writings). Dr. Clyde Kilby was my professor at Wheaton College in the
late 60s and he would share with our class about his visits to the Kilns and with Lewis's brother,
Warnie, to try to bring some of Lewis's belongings to the College for accessibility, appreciation,
and study. As you may know, the Wardrobe (inspiration for THE Wardrobe) that is at the Wade
Center, is there primarily due to the efforts of Dr. Kilby. At least that is my understanding. That
being said, my husband and I visited the Kiln's last fall, Oxford University/Magdalen College, and
walked Addison's walk, and had two special meals at The Eagle and Child.I love history,
biography, and stories of God's redemption; plus I am a New Yorker! Because of this I did
connect to the book and author. I loved the details and even read the notes. I could picture Joy
growing up in NYC, attending college at Hunter and Columbia, and yet being quite dysfunctional
due to her dysfunctional home. She was brilliant, yet probably did have a grandiose view of
self.What struck me was how God chose her, who appears to be an unlikely person, to redeem.
I was deeply touched by the description of the night when she turned to God. She was
redeemed but still a sinner...both Joy's and Lewis's life stories offer hope to me. They both had
a yearning for a place just beyond their grasp, that God had planted in their hearts.While she
pursued Jack Lewis he was attracted to Joy;s mind and her ability to help him work through his
own sad childhood (first through two years of letter writing and later in face to face conversation.
Yes, he may have been immature in his relationships with women, but God is sovereign and did
allow this relationship to develop. Joy brought Lewis her mixed up self, and together, with God,
they experienced human love and some emotional and spiritual healing. I don't condone all of
Joy's behavior, but I definitely see the hand of God at work in their story.After they were married
the second time, Joy and her two sons came to live with Lewis and his brother Warnie. Two little
brothers with two big brothers. When Joy died, all four of them would have lost their mothers at a
young age (as Jack and Warnie lost their mother when they were young boys.) As Edith
Schaeffer would say, God was weaving a beautiful tapestry.The parts about NYC, the communist
party, and Joy's life with Bill Gresham was fascinating and sad to me. As a nurse, I made the
connection between the radium treatments for thyroid problems and Joy's later diagnosis of
cancer. I do wish there had been more details at the end especially about what happened to
sons David and Douglas, but perhaps I will read Lenten Lands one day. I did get Joy's Smoke
on the Mountain (about the Ten Commandments) as a result of reading the book.I heard Ms.
Santamaria do a book talk a few months back in NYC and hope she will continue to research
and write biographies.”

Mandy D., “A book well worth reading.. I found this to be an engaging account of Joy Davidman's
life, and I now have more respect for her as a living, vital, complex human being. It did not really



alter my romantic view of Shadowlands, the movie; it just gave it more depth. While some of the
'facts' were omitted or erroneous, the essence of the story, and the relationship, was genuine. I
can see where it would take a man such as Lewis to love a woman like Joy. She was such a
strong woman, uncompromising; but her devotion to him was unconditional. I understand how
her 'abrasiveness' might put off many people, but her frankness, intellect, and wit would win me
over, as apparently, it won Jack over.I gave it 4 stars instead of 5 Because I felt that Ms.
Santamaria seemed a little harsh in her 'judgment' of Joy. Was she selfish at times? No doubt.
But who in real life isn't. And the author often referred to Joy as 'scheming' regarding her pursuit
of Lewis. To me that has a negative connotation. I think Joy just knew what she wanted, and
knew, way before Lewis, that they were soul mates. She was brilliant, without superficiality; and
she knew logically, and in her heart, that she was the only true partner for Jack, and he for her.
Joy may have initiated things, but Jack ultimately acknowledged how important she was to him.
Like Sayer said: "Their marriage had a natural quality. There was no striving to be something
they were not. They just were." That's the kind of relationship we should all hope to
have.Regarding Bill Gresham, I found it interesting that he and Joy continued to communicate
regularly. I think this probably hints at a mutual respect, although clouded by real life issues in a
marriage that became loveless and intolerable for both. Not all women are born to be suburban
housewives. Joy was certainly capable of more. In all failed relationships there are two sides,
and the truth is somewhere in the middle. I do know that loving an alcoholic is almost impossible;
they wear you down, physically and emotionally. Bill may have sobered up, but by then the
damage had been done. Joy no doubt felt that the boys were better off with Lewis, so I don't see
her desire to keep them in England as being hypocritical.Regardless of what you personally
think about Joy's actions and choices, she was a strong woman who, through perseverance and
love, was able to live the life she was destined to live; and her place in history is firmly
established as the brilliant and beloved partner/wife of one of the great writers of our time. Theirs
is truly one of the most fascinating love stories of the ages; and since they were both writers, we
get some insight into the depth of their love and their commitment to each other.”

Cosenza, “Well written and interesting - would like to have seen more about her Christian
thought. I rushed to buy this book as soon as I heard about it, because of my interest in the life of
C.S. Lewis and those who were important to him. The book is well written and bursting at the
seams with references and exhaustive research. It kept my interest and I read it eagerly during
every free moment. The reason that I give it four stars instead of five is that I was quite
unsatisfied when I finally turned the last page and finished the book. I applaud the author for
uncovering the truth about Joy's marriage and pursuit of C.S. Lewis. It was uncomfortable to
read about her apparent hypocritical behavior and, from what I gather from Ms. Santamaria's
account, an absolutely inexcusable treatment of her first husband, Bill Gresham. The book is
unrelenting in its portrayal of Joy Davidman as either a liar and con woman (or else a person not
in her right mind) when it comes to the period of her life beginning with her first infatuation with



Lewis. However, I cannot help but feel that Ms. Santamaria missed something that would
illustrate how, in spite of all of her faults, Joy truly had converted to Christ in her heart. There are
very few (almost no) examples of a changed heart which would point to the kind of conversional
transformation that was seen in C.S. Lewis. Basically, I just feel that Ms. Santamaria rushed
through the crucial last decade of Joy's life, and perhaps left out information that would round
out our portrait of Joy Davidman Gresham Lewis. Non-observant Jew, atheist, Scientologist, and
lastly Christian - there is plenty of documentation of her thoughts on the first three phases of her
spiritual development, just way too little on the last (and for me, personally, most important)
phase of her life.”

david mahon, “Beautiful. Beautiful  book”

Ian J Chambers, “Pleased to pass on as a present. Very prompt service.Pleased to pass on as a
present.”

ellen richardson, “Five Stars. Mesmerising book”

The book by Jack Welch has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 123 people have provided feedback.
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